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“Veils” Concordance 
 
 
Coco Loco  
An alcoholic drink made from cream of coconut, rum and maraschino liqueur. 
 
Alexandria, Egypt 
Alexandria is the second largest city and the second largest metropolitan area in Egypt 
after Greater Cairo. 
 

	  
Figure	  1	  A	  map	  of	  Egypt	  with	  Alexandria	  noted 

 
 
Sudanese in Egypt 
There are tens of thousands of Sudanese refugees in Egypt, most of them seeking 
refuge from ongoing military conflicts in their home country of Sudan. Their official 
status as refugees is highly disputed, and they have been subject to racial discrimination 
and police violence.  
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“Foll” flowers 
Also known as Arabian Jasmine, this small, white flower has a sweet smell and is often 
used as the chief ingredient in perfumes and teas. In some middle-eastern countries, the 
flower is sprinkled on a child’s head on their first birthday. 

 

	  
Figure	  2	  "Foll"	  flowers	  in	  bloom. 

 
 
Public Enemy/’Chuck D.” 
Public Enemy rewrote the rules of hip-hop, becoming the most influential and 
controversial rap group of the late '80s and, for many, the definitive rap group of all 
time. Building from Run-D.M.C.'s street-oriented beats and Boogie Down Productions' 
proto-gangsta rhyming, Public Enemy pioneered a variation of hardcore rap that was 
musically and politically revolutionary. With his powerful, authoritative baritone, lead 
rapper Chuck D rhymed about all kinds of social problems, particularly those plaguing 
the black community, often condoning revolutionary tactics and social activism. In the 
process, he directed hip-hop toward an explicitly self-aware, pro-black consciousness 
that became the culture's signature throughout the next decade. 
 

	  
Figure	  3	  Members	  of	  the	  band	  "Public	  Enemy."	  Chuck	  D.	  	  Pictured	  center. 
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Fridays (restaurant, presence in Egypt) 
Apparently, at least at one time, this Friday’s boat DID exist! Its address was:  
 T.G.I. Friday's     
 Americana Boat 26 Nile Street, Giza, Cairo     
 Al Nile, Giza, Egypt     
 
 
Nile river 
The Nile is a major north-flowing river in northeastern Africa, generally regarded as the 
longest river in the world. It is 4,258 miles long. 
 

	  
Figure	  4	  A	  view	  of	  the	  Nile	  River 

 
 
 
Long Island Iced Tea 
An alcoholic beverage that consists of vodka, gin, white rum, white tequila, triple sec 
and cola. 
 
 
Mosque 
A mosque is the building in which Muslims worship God.  Throughout Islamic history, 
the mosque was the center of the community and towns formed around this pivotal 
building.  Nowadays, especially in Muslim countries mosques are found on nearly every 
street corner, making it a simple matter for Muslims to attend the five daily prayers.  In 
the West mosques are integral parts of Islamic centers that also contain teaching and 
community facilities.    
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Imam 
Imam is an Arabic word that refers to the spiritual leader, or the one who stands above 
all else as the spiritual and sometimes the political leader of the Muslim community, or 
ummah. An imam is also the one who leads congregations in Friday prayer at the 
mosque. As such imams may be (loosely) compared with the clergy in the Christian 
church. 
 
 
Al Azhar Mosque/University 
Founded by the Fatimids in 970 AD as a mosque dedicated to both worship and 
learning, it developed over the centuries into the most important center of Islamic 
theology and learning in the world. 

	  
Figure	  5	  A	  view	  of	  Al	  Azhar 

 
 
Suras 
Any of the 114 chapters or sections of the Qur’an.  
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King Tut 

Tutankhamun, or better known as King Tut, was a pharaoh who accomplished little in his 
life. He did not expand Egypt’s borders nor enjoy triumphant victories like the many 
pharaohs before him; however, he is the most recognized and probably the most famous 
pharaoh today.  

King Tut’s tomb was a major discovery of the 19th century. It was discovered November 4, 
1922 in the Valley of the Kings by Howard Carter. Up until the discovery of King Tut’s tomb, 
it was believed that all royal tombs had been robbed and drained of their treasure. 

 

	  
Figure	  6	  Howard	  Carter	  examines	  the	  mummy	  of	  King	  Tut	  

 
 

Cleopatra 
Cleopatra VII ruled ancient Egypt as co-regent (first with her two younger brothers and 
then with her son) for almost three decades. She became the last in a dynasty of 
Macedonian rulers founded by Ptolemy, who served as general under Alexander the 
Great during his conquest of Egypt in 332 B.C. Well-educated and clever, Cleopatra 
could speak various languages and served as the dominant ruler in all three of her co-
regencies. Her romantic liaisons and military alliances with the Roman leaders Julius 
Caesar and Mark Antony, as well as her supposed exotic beauty and powers of 
seduction, earned her an enduring place in history and popular myth. 
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Omar Sharif 
Omar Sharif, the Franco-Arabic actor best known for playing Sherif Ali in Lawrence of 
Arabia (1962) Before making his English-language film debut with "Lawrence of 
Arabia", for which he earned him a Best Supporting Actor Academy Award nomination 
and international fame, Sharif became a star in Egyptian cinema.  
 

	  
Figure	  7	  Actor	  Omar	  Sharif 

 
Al-Qaeda 
A broad-based militant Islamist organization founded by Osama bin Laden in the late 
1980s. Al-Qaeda began as a logistical network to support Muslims fighting against the 
Soviet Union during the Afghan War. in Sudan for a period in the early 1990s, the group 
eventually reestablished its headquarters in Afghanistan (c. 1996) under the patronage 
of the Taliban militia. 

 
“The English Patient” 
Anthony Minghella wrote and directed this award-winning adaptation of Michael 
Ondaatje's novel about a doomed and tragic romance set against the backdrop of World 
War II. In a field hospital in Italy, Hana (Juliette Binoche), a nurse from Canada, is 
caring for a pilot who was horribly burned in a plane wreck; he has no identification and 



	   7	  

cannot remember his name, so he's known simply as "the English Patient," thanks to his 
accent. When the hospital is forced to evacuate, Hana determines en route that the 
patient shouldn't be moved far due to his fragile condition, so the two are left in a 
monastery to be picked up later. In time, Hana begins to piece together the patient's 
story from the shards of his memories; he's actually Count Laszlo Almasy (Ralph 
Fiennes), of Hungarian nobility and an explorer working with a group mapping 
uncharted territory in North Africa. An Englishman, Geoffrey Clifton (Colin Firth), soon 
joins Almasy's team; travelling with him is his lovely and spirited wife, Katherine 
(Kristin Scott Thomas). Katherine and Laszlo soon fall in love, which leads Laszlo to 
betray his friend, his country and all that is dear to him. Meanwhile, Hana and the 
Patient are joined by Kip (Naveen Andrews), a Sikh with a gift for defusing mines, and 
Caravaggio (Willem Dafoe), an intelligence agent who knows some of Laszlo's most 
shameful secrets. The English Patient won nine Academy Awards, including Best 
Picture, Best Director and Best Supporting Actress (Juliette Binoche). (Report by Mark 
Deming, Rovi) 

 

	  
Figure	  8	  The	  Cinematic	  poster	  for	  The	  English	  Patient 

 
First world, Third world, etc. 
After World War II the world split into two large geopolitical blocs and spheres of 
influence with contrary views on government and the politically correct society:  
1 - The bloc of democratic-industrial countries within the American influence sphere, 
the "First World". 
2 - The Eastern bloc of the communist-socialist states, the "Second World".  
3 - The remaining three-quarters of the world's population, states not aligned with 
either bloc were regarded as the "Third World." 
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4 - The term "Fourth World", coined in the early 1970s by Shuswap Chief George 
Manuel, refers to widely unknown nations (cultural entities) of indigenous peoples, 
"First Nations" living within or across national state boundaries.  
 
Jersey Shore 
Jersey Shore is an American reality television series that ran on MTV from December 3, 
2009 to December 20, 2012 in the United States. The series follows the lives of eight 
housemates spending their summer at the Jersey Shore in the U.S. state of New Jersey. 

 

	  
Figure	  9	  The	  original	  cast	  of	  Jersey	  Shore 

 
Bollywood movie 
Bollywood is the name given to the Mumbai-based Hindi-language film industry in 
India. When combined with other Indian film industries (Tamil, Telugu, Bengali, 
Malayalam, Kannada), it is considered to be the largest in the world in terms of number 
of films produced, and maybe also the number of tickets sold.  
 
The plots are often melodramatic. They frequently employ formulaic ingredients such as 
star-crossed lovers, corrupt politicians, twins separated at birth, conniving villains, 
angry parents, courtesans with hearts of gold, dramatic reversals of fortune, and 
convenient coincidences. 
 
Fatwa 
A legal opinion or ruling issued by an Islamic scholar. In recent years, the term “fatwā” 
has been widely used throughout the media, usually to indicate that a death sentence 
has been dealt to someone or some group of people.  
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Michael Jackson, Janet Jackson, Mahalia Jackson 
 
Dubbed the "King of Pop," singer-songwriter Michael Jackson was born in Gary, 
Indiana, on August 29, 1958. As a child, he performed as the lead singer of the Jackson 
family's popular Motown group, the Jackson 5. Jackson went on to become one of the 
most internationally famous award-winning solo pop sensations to date. 

Janet Damita Jo Jackson (born May 16, 1966) is an American recording artist and 
actress. Known for a series of sonically innovative, socially conscious and sexually 
provocative records, as well as elaborate stage shows, television appearances, and film 
roles, she has been a prominent figure in popular culture since the early 1970s. 

Mahalia Jackson (1911-1972) started singing as a child at Mount Moriah Baptist Church 
and went on to become one of the most revered gospel figures in the U.S 

	  
Figure	  10	  Clockwise	  from	  top:	  Michael	  Jackson,	  Janet	  Jackson,	  and	  Mahalia	  Jackson 
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Galabeya 
A traditional Egyptian garment native to the Nile Valley 
 

	  
Figure	  11	  Examples	  of	  Galabeyas 

 
 
Adhan 
The Adhan is a very special Islamic call to salat (prayer). The one who recites it is called 
a Mu'azzin. It is also the first thing that is being recited to the Muslim baby's ear as an 
Islamic custom. Adhan is called before every prayer to let people know the prayer is 
going to start soon. When it is heard, people must stop working on their tasks and get 
prepared for prayer. 
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Muezzin 
The Muslim official of a mosque who summons the faithful to prayer from a minaret five 
times a day. 
 

	  
Figure	  12	  A	  Muezzin	  does	  the	  call	  to	  prayer 

 
Ibn Rabah Bilal 
 (580–640 AD) was one of the most trusted and loyal Sahabah (companion) of the 
Islamic prophet Muhammad. He was born in Mecca and is considered as the first 
muezzin, chosen by Muhammad himself. He was born as a slave of Abyssinian 
(Ethiopian) decent. He was known for his beautiful voice with which he called people to 
their prayers. He died sometime between 638 to 642, when he was just over sixty years 
old. 

	  
Figure	  13	  The	  tomb	  of	  Ibn	  Rabah	  Bilal 
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 Minaret 
A tall slender tower attached to a mosque, having one or more projecting balconies from 
which a muezzin summons the people to prayer. 
 

	  
Figure	  14	  A	  colorful	  minaret 

 
 
Halal 
Halal is an Arabic word meaning lawful or permitted. The opposite of halal is haram, 
which means unlawful or prohibited. Halal and haram are universal terms that apply to 
all facets of life. We most often associate it with food. 
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Angela Davis 
Angela Yvonne Davis (born January 26, 1944) is an American political activist, scholar, 
Communist and author. She emerged as a nationally prominent counterculture activist 
and radical in the 1960s, as a leader of the Communist Party USA, and had close 
relations with the Black Panther Party through her involvement in the Civil Rights 
Movement despite never being an official member of the party. Prisoner rights have 
been among her continuing interests; she is the founder of Critical Resistance, an 
organization working to abolish the prison-industrial complex.  
 

	  
Figure	  15	  Political	  activist	  Angela	  Davis 

 
Gezira club 
Gezira Sporting Club is the largest multi-sport facility in Egypt. It was founded in 1882 
and was originally called Khedivial Sporting Club. The course is an 18-hole course 
played on 9 fairways. 

 

	  
Figure	  16	  The	  Gezira	  Club 
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Muslim Brotherhood 
Founded in 1928 by Sheikh Hassan al-Banna, the Muslim Brotherhood is an Islamist 
organization based to the principles of Islam, the goal of which is to create a religious 
state governed by the rules of Islam or “Sharia Law.” The Muslim Brotherhood has 
generally been at odds with the Egyptian government since 1954, when President Nasser 
suppressed the organization via imprisonment and exile. 
 
Felagas (weapon) 
 (“falaka”) Restraining and beating the soles of ones feet, usually until they split open 
along the middle. 
 

	  
Figure	  17	  An	  artist's	  depiction	  of	  falaka	  torture 

 
 
53. Sharia law 
Shari'a is an Arabic word meaning “path” or “way.” Today the term is used most 
commonly to mean “Islamic law,” the detailed system of religious law developed by 
Muslim scholars in the first three centuries of Islam and still in force among 
fundamentalists today. 
 
 Khadijah  
(circa 555–620 CE) was the first wife of the Islamic prophet Muhammad. She is 
commonly regarded by Muslims as the "mother of Islam". She was the first person to 
convert to Islam. 
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Freedom Riders  
In 1961, the Freedom Riders set out for the Deep South to defy Jim Crow laws and call 
for change. They were met by hatred and violence — and local police often refused to 
intervene. But the Riders' efforts transformed the civil rights movement. 

 

	  
Figure	  18	  A	  Freedom	  Riders'	  bus. 

 
Martin Luther King Jr. & the Rally in Washington 
The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom took place in Washington, D.C., on 
August 28, 1963. Attended by some 250,000 people, it was the largest demonstration 
ever seen in the nation's capital, and one of the first to have extensive television 
coverage. King's speech remains one of the most famous speeches in American history. 
He started with prepared remarks, saying he was there to "cash a check" for "Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness," while warning fellow protesters not to "allow our 
creative protest to degenerate into physical violence.  
 

	  
Figure	  19	  Martin	  Luther	  King	  Jr.	  at	  the	  March	  on	  Washington 
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Futa Toro 
Fuuta Tooro refers to the region on the Senegal River in what is now northern Senegal 
and southern Mauritania. 
 
Umm Kulthum 
Umm Kulthum was a female Egyptian singer. Her career was long, its 
heyday extending from the 1930s to the 1960s, and her music became a 
powerful symbol of Arab nationalism. When she died in 1975 at the age 
of 70, 4 million people poured into the streets of Cairo to mourn her 
passing. 

 

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Figure	  20	  Umm	  Kulthum	  gives	  a	  performance.	  
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Bouaziai 
Mohammed Bouazizi of Sidi Bouzid, Tunisia was a young street vendor whose vegetable 
cart was repeatedly confiscated by local law enforcement for not being properly licensed. 
On December 17, 2011 when his cart was confiscated, he paid the fine to reclaim it, but 
was denied restitution and harassed by police. When Bouazizi tried to complain at 
provincial headquarters, he was refused an audience. At 11:30 AM, Bouazizi, having 
been denied his civil rights on many counts, positioned himself on the lawn of the 
provincial headquarters, doused himself in gasoline and set himself on fire.  Bouazizi 
survived in hospital until January 4th, 2012. He is widely credited with being the catalyst 
to the Arab Spring. 

 

	  
Figure	  21	  Mohammed	  Bouazizi's	  mother	  holds	  his	  portrait 

 
 
 Zabeeba/mark of God 
A zebibah, also known as a zabiba or zebiba, is a mark on the forehead of some Muslims, 
apparently due to the friction generated by repeated contact of the forehead with the 
prayer mat during daily prayers 
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Mugamma 
Built half a century ago, it was meant to be a one-stop destination for getting births, 
deaths and everything in between endorsed, with official permits and certificates duly 
rubber-stamped and signed. But over time, the Mugamma came to signify piles of 
useless paperwork, surly service and frustration -- and became, in the process, an 
Egyptian landmark. 
 

	  
Figure	  22	  The	  Mugamma	  Building 

 
President Mubarak 
Ḥosnī Mubārak, (born May 4, 1928)  Egyptian military officer and politician who served 
as president of Egypt from October 1981 until February 2011, when popular unrest 
forced him to step down. 
 

	  
Figure	  23	  Former	  President	  Hosni	  Mubarak 
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Tiananmen Square 
In 1989 the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) violently cleared Beijing's 
Tiananmen Square of protesters, ending a six-week demonstration that had called for 
democracy and widespread political reform. The protests began in April of 1989, gaining 
support as initial government reactions included concessions. Martial law was declared 
on May 20, troops were mobilized, and from the night of June 3 through the early 
morning of June 4, the PLA pushed into Tiananmen Square, crushing some protesters 
and firing on many others. The exact number killed may never be known, but estimates 
range from several hundred to several thousand. 
 

	  
Figure	  24	  An	  unknown	  protester	  blocks	  invading	  tanks	  in	  Tiananmen	  Square. 

 
Virginity tests 
Used as a terror tactic and a deterrent to female protesters, “virginity testing” has 
become a common tool of the Egyptian military. The case of Egyptian Samira Ibrahim is 
currently the most popular example of virginity testing in the media. After being 
arrested in 2011 for publicly protesting, Ibrahim was submitted to a virginity test and 
even photographed with cell phones by soldiers watching the “procedure.” Ibrahim sued 
the military and the “doctor” who performed her test, but he was acquitted. While 
Ibrahim plans to pursue her case further (with support of family), she is socially 
discriminated against and has lost her job for speaking out. She remains an influential 
and controversial figure internationally.  


